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Many U.S. patent applicants have recently begun to see an increased
willingness by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) to more
efficiently conduct the patent examination process. David J. Kappos was appointed
in August 2009 as the Director of the USPTO. Under the direction of Mr. Kappos,
the USPTO has issued a new 2010-2015 Strategic Plan, which defines goals and
initiatives for improving the operations of the USPTO during the next five years.

The Strategic Plan includes goals for:

Hiring approximately 1,000 new examiners in both fiscal year 2011 and 2012.
Increasing the use of the Patent Prosecution Highway, in which favorable
examination results in other patent offices can be considered by U.S. patent
examiners.

Working with Trilateral Offices G.e., JPO, EPO, and USPTO) to create new
efficiencies.

Reducing average patent pendency to 10 months for a first office action and
20 months total.

These efforts have already begun to provide noticeable results. Due to poor
economic conditions, the number of U.S utility patent applications filed in 2009 was
lower than in 2008 and 2007. However, despite the decrease in the number of new
patent applications, the USPTO will issue a record high number of patents in the
2010 calendar year. Based on the pace of patents granted through the first nine
months of 2010, it is expected that about 220,000 U.S. utility patents will be granted
this year, which will be more than 25% higher than the previous record of 173,772 in
2006.



