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Whilst many people in the field of intellectual property think only of the
European Patent Office (EPO) when seeking to obtain patent protection in Europe,
there can be benefits in filing patent applications through national patent offices.

For example, the United Kingdom Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO)
offers the opportunity, through its national patent filing system, of very speedy grant
and exceptionally low costs when compared to the EPO route.

The total official fees for a British patent application is around 33,000 Yen,
with no renewal fees payable before grant. The specification is, of course, handled in
English, which means that, for Japanese applicants, that will most likely have
already prepared such a translation for the United States, no further translations
are required. The UKIPO accepts both Paris convention and Ex-PCT filings.

Furthermore, filings in the UKIPO proceed to grant more quickly than
the EPO, with examination standards similar to those at the EPO. In a further
recent improvement to the system the UKIPO offers a "fast track" service for
inventions related to environmental technologies, enabling the possibility of grant
within just a few months for eligible inventions, what they call the “Green Channel”.

The UKIPO also participates in the Patent Prosecution Highway scheme
with other national offices, such as the JPO. All of this makes a UK patent filing one
of the fastest ways to obtain granted patent protection within the European Union.



