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The SIPO/EPO co-operation refers to the exchange of patent documents, the
update of database collections and the improvement of exchange mechanisms.
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the EPO and Google on
November 3D, 2010, far co-operation on machine translation of patent
documents. Beside the European languages, the stated aim is also to provide
technology for translation from and into Chinese.

The SIPO supports this initiative, and both Offices have decided to launch a
task force and a pilot project to foster their co-operation in this field : one of
the agreements was to "provide Chinese patent documents to European
clients and innovators through the machine translation project, enhancing
understanding of the level of innovation in China".

The ongoing EP-China project on the protection of intellectual property
rights has funding of EUR 15 million for the four-year implementing period
as of 2011 and aims to achieve further improvements in IPR enforcement in
China. The EPO is in charge of the technical assistance team providing
expertise locally.

At the EPO, patent filings from Chinese companies have been growing at an
annual rate of 29% since 2000. In key technologies such as tele-
communications and semiconductors, Chinese businesses are amongst the
EPO's top applicants. Similarly, European firms have increased their transfer
of technology to China: between January and September 2010, 8% of all
SIPO filings came from Europe, and at 10% the share of Chinese patents

granted to European companies was even higher.



