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Towards the intellectual property strategies taking into
account the international harmonization and globalization

TOWA INTERNATIONAL PATENT FIRM
President, Patent Attorney

Takashi Tsuno

Due to the globalization of the economy, globalization is also deepening in the
Intellectual property field. China, India and other Asian countries have a significant
impact on the market economy and intellectual property strategy. For example, the first
ranking of China, which has overtaken the U.S. in the number of patent applications is a
symbol of such changes.

Intellectual property activities of individual companies have globalized with a view to
emerging trends, international patent applications is growing with use of the PCT route.

The United States patent law was amended in September 2011, and adopting a first-to-
file principle has been further heightened expectations for global harmonization of the
patent system.

On the other hand, as seen in intellectual property disputes in the Smartphone, the
importance of intellectual property in accordance with not only the technology but also
the design and brand is recognized. And study aimed at accession to the Geneva Act of
the Hague Agreement, which is an international design registration system, is in progress.
Also, concerning to the trademark, there is a movement of expansion of membership for
ASEAN member countries to the Madrid Protocol.

In the trend of international harmonization and globalization, companies that lead the
world in production capability have better performance, and Japan gets the sustainable
growth as a result. Japanese companies have to achieve globalization in taking advantage
of the technology itself and the strengths by intellectual property strategy.

We, Towa International Patent Office Group will continue a strong commitment
towards the promotion of global intellectual property strategy.



