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Given the globalisation of trade and manufacturing my European clients usually require
protection in a large number of jurisdictions throughout the world. This requires the
handling of a large number of patent applications in a significant number of jurisdictions
not only to secure granted protection in all countries of interest, but also to ensure
consistent scope of protection in all jurisdictions. Ensuring consistency of scope makes
management of a patent portfolio easier to perform, as well as ensures that enforcement
of granted rights is easier to manage.

From this point of view my European clients are pleased to see the initiatives being
taken by various national patent offices to harmonize their procedures and introduce,
wherever possible, consistent search and examination procedures as well as similar
qualities in terms of the scope of protection being conferred.

One recent development is the establishment and expansion of the Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH) program which has participation and links across a number of national
patent offices. Obtaining speedy grant in one jurisdiction can then lead to use of the PPH
to obtain grant on a similar scope of claims in other jurisdictions. This ensures
consistency of scope of protection, which is useful to companies for managing and
enforcing their rights. It can also speed up the grant process to enable speedy
enforcement. Some patent offices, such as the UKIPO are very flexible about the use of
the PPH scheme and can use it in almost any circumstance where an approved office,
such as the JPO, has indicated allowance. The costs of using the system are low

compared to the benefits obtained.



