16 RFIHMBIIE 54 °EBF 25 (@EFHS )

<t >
o mhRNNTU TV —OFETH

b CANZLER & BERGMEIER
Partner, Patent Attorney

A
. Thomas Schlief

LHH, XTI 7 IV DS AL N—F, W L THRDbRD Z L
MELELLZL 2o TVWET, A— M7+ VA %2W 5 LR LI, 510 HEE
MHAEL DRPEDIEMIIR (e, B2 L) Z2EHA LT, LIZLIZESG
ORI EITNET,

IOLET e —FIEETETRELI RS> TWET, 4 ¥ —Fy hOBhT
T, HEEICEE U CRERRT MRS 2T, WO Th, EINDTHART
DT EMITFRBICAR Y £ Lz, FEFFFTOERL, 20 L0 RER A BEHASH
LTWET, 51T, e — U ERITEOREIC HELD, fi—Ihio 3T
VIER= R T A VA RELETLHFEIL, RECEHE->TWET, 25 LA,
SEIFERFHTAEANAA VoA E T ET,

LMo T, TEIURLNE, 77 U — A U —Z AT T <
TENEHTY, ROEERENT A - (BH, WEE, REHE, BAim
FEOWRPL, 7w — JVERRG . HERIATIERTREME 2R &) G~ MY v 7 RiF, 77
RV R EOBREETRESTRENHEWTLHDITEILLE T,

R C, B LISEO R 2 S FEICH L, YL HEO B2,
UL ZRERRG . B S A EIHEE, BET 537 b7 7 I — T 7
U— ¢ DOBMRR EICOWTORBRERME L £, 29 Lo, ek,
FEDMERIOHFEZ L 0 #EUNCAEE L, 77 I U —OFT_XTOT-ZA[RER R Y 7R
KBTHDITHELHET,

CGHaR - R EERFER)

Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.4, No.2 17

How to Raise a Strong Patent Family
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Still today, the various members of a patent family are often treated quite separately
from each other. The lead attorney handling the portfolio frequently reacts case-based,
mainly focusing on the specific objections (prior art, clarity, etc.) arising for each
individual application.

This approach becomes more and more questionable. Due to the Internet, the
information available from the various patent offices regarding the applications is almost
ubiquitous. Patent offices directly exchange such information, too. In addition, the desire
for a more uniform patent portfolio, which also helps to streamline global enforcement,
grows bigger. The various Patent Prosecution Highways show and support this trend.

Thus, it is wise to proactively bring the family members closer together — at best right
from the beginning. A matrix with the most important country parameters (costs,
manufacturing country or sales market, competitors' situation, global strategy,
enforceability, etc.) helps to decide how big the family should become.

During prosecution, the lead attorney might inform his colleagues handling the
individual national cases about the specific importance of the present application, the
central strategy, potentially envisaged divisional applications, related patent families and
their focus in relation to the present family, etc. This information will ultimately enable
the colleagues to better prosecute the individual applications such that all children of the

family will grow as strong as possible.



