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It was the early 1980s, when China did not yet have the patent system.

Mr.X, who was a patent attorney of West Germany and a professor at the university, was
a businessman who traveled around the world by himself and was perfectly effective on
the international stage. He used to come to Japan five or six times in a year. At that time,
every time I asked him the country that he visited before or after coming to Japan, his
answer was China. I knew that China was preparing to introduce the patent system and
the enactment of the Patent Law suggested the reason of his frequent trip to China.

The framework of Patent Law of China originated from German Patent Law. It seemed
that he was officially designated to discuss the new system with Chinese authority and
repeatedly visited China.

Patent Law is one of the economic law. Fundamentally common law systems make
international trades of the two countries less troublesome. Indeed, we observed the rapid
inflow of German auto firms such as Benz, BMW and AUDI into China. There lies strong
cooperation between private enterprises and governments in Europe so that national
interests are satisfied in international negotiations.

10 years have just passed since the Koizumi Cabinet inaugurated the Intellectual
Property Strategy Council. The political and economic situations surrounding IP have
undergone dramatic changes at home as well as abroad for the period. We should reflect
on whether Japan has been able to accomplish a role of being the leader among the global
five big powers.

"Did Rome fall as a result of barbarian invasions? No, she fell due to her nature."(The
History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire)

(Translated by TIP)



