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The long maximum lifetime of a patent makes it necessary to carefully select the
countries of interest. It's not too long ago that the countries were routinely chosen. And
often, these were only developed countries. Nowadays, patent applicants have realized
that more parameters better need to be considered.

One question is whether the product to be patented is a mass product for a country with
a high population, which probably can afford the respective product during the life cycle
of the patent. If, however, the product is a high-end device for a specialized industry, the
country selection should be a very specific one.

Also, certain developing countries are likely candidates for advantageous industrial
production. Sometimes, such countries even have respective traditional strengths and
know-how in the technology at issue. The government might have subsidized that
specific industry and helped it to recover. If so, the patent applicant should think about
choosing these countries to account for a comeback of that industry. Thus, knowledge
about the historical technological strength might be important.

As another matter, sometimes alliances between companies of developed and
developing countries are built. If these alliances break up, it is important to still own at
least the respective patents. Accordingly, care should be taken when deciding who the
applicant of the patent applications is.

To sum up, patent attorneys and patent in-house advisors should meet regularly, consult
with the marketing people, wage probabilities and constantly revise the strategy regarding

the patent portfolio.



