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 I have not written from Thailand for a long time. Thailand is now planning a grandࠉ
project that enables herself to graduate from the middle class nations to one of the 
developed countries, getting out of a so-called "middle income trap". Minimum wage is 
raised greatly from last year and investment incentives are also drastically changed :   
once there were incentives in almost all the industries, but now they will be applied only 
for selected industries or clusters. This year, the government has almost agreed to get into 
debt to implement huge projects equivalent to 7 trillion yen, including the construction of 
super express railways and the flooding-control measures, although the size is not very 
accurate because of the severe changes in value of the bahts.
 Thailand's IP system is, however, still regarded as underdeveloped in comparison withࠉ
other nations. The Special 301 Report of the U.S. government still lists Thailand on the 
Priority Watch countries, whereas Malaysia and Philippines are upgraded to appear on the 
Watch List.
 Although the Parliament House of Thailand expressed its will to sign the Madridࠉ
Protocol before the launch of the ASEAN Economic Community in 2015, the deliberation 
on an amendment to Trademark Act of Thailandࠉhas made little progress. We might be 
able to expect it to pass this year, to be enforced early next year and then Thailand would 
be a member of the party to the Protocol. But that remains to be seen.
 We should also pay attention to Myanmar. In Myanmar, IP related bills are finallyࠉ
completed and now waiting on the approval and enforcement. Those bills are, however, 
also subject to some uncertainties. Since Trademark Act provides interim measures in 
which current trademarks will be re-registered during a certain period, it is necessary to 
clarify the validity of current registration and to make a database of currently registered 
marks. To stabilize the system will take some time. Moreover, they do not offer any 
provision about currently registered patents.
 Anyway Southeast Asia will experience considerable changes in next two years. Weࠉ
should be looking forward to seeing them unfold.                                

 (Translated by TIP)
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