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The year 2015 marks the 20th anniversary of the filing of the first United States
provisional patent applications, which were established by U.S. patent law changes in
1995, implementing the GATT Uruguay Round of free trade agreements. The number of
U.S. provisional patent applications filed annually at the USPTO has increased in recent
years to more than 200,000. Patent applicants find provisional applications to be useful
for several reasons, including 1) deferring the final decision to incur the significant
expense of a full non-provisional application and subsequent examination for up to one
year; 2) quickly filing a patent specification at the USPTO in advance of a public
disclosure or sale; 3) obtaining a filing date for an early version of technology that
might undergo additional technical development during the course of the year. Start-up
companies (including those located in the U.S. and abroad) often find that provisional
applications are particularly useful because the cost of filing an adequate provisional
application specification can often be less than 1/3 of the cost of filing a non-provisional
application. U.S. applicants have given increased emphasis to provisional applications in
view of the abandonment of first-to-invent system in the U.S. in favor of first-inventor-

to-file system of the America Invents Act.



