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ビジネスと知的財産
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　Business managers are severely confronted with how to protect their business by 
intellectual property rights and how to maximize the benefit of IP in recent knowledge 
society. One of the examples is the "year 2010 problem" in the pharmaceutical industry. 
Since most of the patents on main sales items in the industry expire around 2010, the 
rights become common and free. It follows that other pharmaceutical companies will be 
allowed to produce and sale the generic drugs that contain the same effective ingredients 
and will significantly damage the sale of the originals. Major pharmaceutical firms are 
trying to maintain their competitiveness in various ways after the expiration. For instance, 
the recent notable lawsuit between Pfizer Korea and Hanmi at Seoul Central District 
Court was not about patent. It was about the alleged infringement on the design patent 
and the trademark of the tablet of Viagra by the design and shape of the generic drug. A 
number of the same cases can be observed also in China. It is a current new issue in 
China how to protect design of package and tablet of medicine by design patent, 
trademark and unfair competition prevention act. While there is a case in which the 
illustration of Peter Rabbit is registered as a trademark after the expiration of its 
copyright, trying to protect the publication, others intend to prevent the registration of 
trademark, insisting the automatic copyright of the trademark sign. We must seriously 
consider whether IP after the expiration of the protection should be open to public or be 
repeatedly converted to other types of right and be permanently protected.
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