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Today we observe the 4th industrial revolution, in which things and data are integrated
in the Internet through the rapid progress of globalization, digitizing and information
technology. Globalization in the economy promotes worldwide production and marketing,
consequently decentralizing R&D bases all over the world.

In addition, today's firms in globalized high-tech industries are more inclined to
develop products through open innovations such as collaboration with other companies
and universities inside or outside the country, rather than developing products by
themselves.

Japan signed Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement on February 4, 2016, which had

welcomed 12 countries including the U.S., thereby accelerating the globalization of
agricultural products as well as that of industrial products.
This trend in globalization increasingly enlarges the opportunities in oversea business,
where the roles of the intellectual property cannot be ignored as the methods for obtaining
competitiveness and reducing risks in global market. IP is extremely important
management resource in this sense.

The current system of protection of IP is established on basis of the principle of
territoriality. This principle is now under review for the purpose of promoting rapid and
proper grant of rights in the globalized world and of achieving international
harmonization of the system.

We, Towa Nagisa International Patent Firm group, will encourage effective functions
of the patent attorney network expanded around the world and evolutions in our main
business to support taking out patents, at the same time investigating the way of
producing global IP strategies, so that we can be of help of our clients.

We will appreciate your support and encouragement.



