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Whereas most IP professionals are highly acquainted with their daily patent and
trademark work, sometimes too little attention seems to be paid to design protection,
which for the European Union has interesting variants to offer.

A new product development often is protected by the necessary patent applications and
sometimes by a design application showing the product’s complete shape. But it should
be checked whether all advantages of an EU design (momentarily still called Community
design), covering all of its momentarily 28 member states, have been considered. Due to
the harmonization, these advantages in general are also valid for national design
applications in EU member states.

As a very special advantage, a so-called multiple EU design application may comprise
an unlimited number of individual design applications of the same Locarno class
rendering such application extremely cost-efficient.

It is another huge advantage of EU design applications that the minimum number of
depictions to be filed is only one. Thus, one characteristic view in general is sufficient,
which should concentrate on just the important part of the device to be protected. Thus,
several different components of the product may be protected by individual designs,
which might all be put in just one multiple design application. Also, in order to increase
the scope of protection, the very same design might be filed one time in color and one
time in black and white, preferably also making use of a multiple design application.

Not only products and its details may be protected but also two dimensional items, e.g.,
new logos or depictions of computer displays such as screenshots from virtual car
cockpits. If, e.g., a new logo is planned, the various envisaged variants may be filed in
one multiple design application before the decision on the final logo is met — which will
of course also be protected by a trademark. The non-selected but registered designs might
then serve to build a fence of protection around the chosen design. Here it comes in handy
that a design needs not be used to live for a total of 25 years (5 x 5 years).

Thus, design protection is more than just a sidekick to patents and trademarks. Rather, it
is an effective and rather low-cost IP family member.



