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Japan has performed several amendments on the IP system since the advocation
of establishing an IP-based nation. Most of them are to carry out so-called pro-patent
policies : accelerating and correcting the patent administration ; strengthening and

diversifying patent protection ; establishing special court for IP and more.

Recent leakage of trade secrets of Japanese firms encouraged us to realize the
value of the trade secrets and the risk of their leakage, leading to the repeated amendments
to Unfair Competition Prevention Act. The amended points are comprehensive. Here are
some examples :

(1) the types of unfair competition are diversified ;
(2) the act can be applied to an offender outside Japan ;
(3) penalties become heavier ;

(4) the burden of proof becomes lighter in a civil suit.

Trade secrets are not granted clear rights as patents, but the protection of the
legal benefit is promoted. This trend reflects the significance of the information goods

accumulated inside companies in our economy.

Each company needs to become aware of the appropriate IP management more
than ever.

We will study the best way of management with Towa Nagisa Institute of
Strategic Managiment established on Oct 1st, this year.



