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This summer, Japan got most medals in the Olympics in the past in Rio de
Janeiro. The next summer Olympics will be held in Tokyo in 2020. This is the second
Olympics in Tokyo : the first one was in 1964, almost half a century ago. We were in the
midst of the high economic growth: Tokaido Shinkansen and Tokyo-Nagoya
Expressway were launched and nuclear power generation was also commercialized,
which is now faced with severe problems.

The number of patent applications in 1964 was about 75,000, less than the
number of utility model applications, about 103,000. The number of patent applications
reached its peak in 2001, about 439,000, falling to 318,000 in 2015, partly influenced by
the elimination of examining utility model in 1993. On the other hand, the total number
of patent applications in the world has nearly doubled in these ten years. Globally
speaking, the patent system is still important.

This century has seen the Internet spread dramatically and the new technologies
such as IoT, big data and Al are supposed to change our daily lives drastically in future.
As digitalization helps technological catch-up, the IP system is getting more and more
important to support global business.

It is crucial for the future competitiveness to prepare the IP which will be the
ground for business after this continuous depression.

We, Towa Nagisa International Patent Firm, walk side by side with our clients
to struggle to overcome this situation. We will appreciate your guidance and

encouragement.



