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Intellectual Property System reforms in India
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India has pronounced Intellectual Property Rights Policy on 12th May, 2016.

As noted in the Policy, India is committed to a dynamic, vibrant and balanced
Intellectual Property Rights System. The existing IP laws in India were either enacted or

revised after the TRIPS Agreement and are fully compliant with it.

For the speedy disposal of commercial disputes, the Commercial Courts,
Commercial Division and Commercial Appellate Division of High Courts Act, 2015 has
been enacted and implemented. It covers disputes arising out of intellectual property
rights relating to registered and unregistered trademarks, copyright, patent, design,
domain names, geographical indications and semiconductor integrated circuits. Case
Management Hearing system has been provided. The Courts are required to hold the first
Case Management Hearing, not later than four weeks from the date of filing of affidavit
of admission or denial of documents by all parties to the suit. Time limit for the
completion of a trial is fixed to six months from the date of the first Case Management

Hearing.

To expedite patent prosecution, the Patents Rules, 2003 have been amended

with effect from 16th May, 2016. It covers following major amendments :

1. Expedited examination of application for Startups and PCT introduced. Expedited

examination report is required to be made within two months from the date of reference
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by the Controller in order of filing of such request to the Examiner ;

2. The Controller is required to issue first statement of objections to the applicant within
one month from the date of the disposal of the report by the examiner, ;

3. The time for putting an application in order for grant is reduced to six months from
twelve months from the date of issuance of first statement of objections ;

4, Patent agents are required to file all documents only by electronic transmission.
However, original documents are to be filed within fifteen days ;

5. Fees paid may be refunded in case of the withdrawal of the application before issuance

of first statement of objections ;



