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Will Big Data help Attorneys in their Work?

CANZLER & BERGMEIER
Partner, Patent Attorney

Dr. Thomas Schlief

In many aspects, the work of a patent attorney has not changed too much over
the last decades. Sure, the use of faster and faster computers, data bases with huge
amounts of case law and prior art, digital dictation, online filing etc. has made attorney’s
life easier. But a real revolution looks different, doesn’t it?

Now, will Big Data and Artificial Intelligence deliver the big breakthrough?
There are signs that this might indeed be the case. Imagine responding to an office action.
There are so many issued office actions out there for similar applications and granted
patents, and so many responses to these office actions. It's one thing just to compile them,
another one to structure, analyze and visualize them. Wouldn't it be extremely helpful to
have a tool at hand that instantly identifies potentially successful strategies or even
specific arguments in the technical field at issue? Or to provide insights about the thinking
and arguing of colleagues and/or examiners?

Likewise, patent drafting might become an “easier”, faster and safer task since
the practitioner can build a patent application on a huge as well as individually and
dynamically structured body of internal and/or external prior art documents. Not only text
modules might be easier invoked, but also figures of the invention might be analyzed
automatically and parts of formerly prepared figures be suggested right away by the
software for inclusion in the draft application. Sophisticated image analysis will also
reveal relevant prior art documents with highlighted features.

Elder and actual case law will be constantly fed into the system, structured and
offered to the attorney when preparing a draft complaint. Patterns and fitting arguments

will be offered to the attorney for specific use in preparing the briefs. Recognizing
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similarities, automatically proposing various promising strategies or rejecting ones that
are likely to fail might save enormous amount of time and improve the quality of work.
This all might be filtered with respect to the specific country or even the relevant court.
It is needless to say that, of course, this all has to consider the safety of the client’s data.
Bright future? We don’t and can’t know. But we can foresee that the field of IP and the
profession of the patent attorney will tremendously change with Big Data and Artificial

Intelligence.



