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< China >
Patent Strategy to Protect Innovations

Beijing Unitalen Attorneys at Law
China Attorney

Jing Zhiqiang

Protecting innovations is getting increasingly important amid business
globalization. It is necessary to obtain IP rights to protect innovations. However, since IP
rights are valid only within the filed countries, we need to understand each IP system in
respective targeted countries to file and register properly. For example, utility models are
more popular in China than in Japan : an annual number of utility model applications is
higher than that of patent applications. One of the main reasons is that Chinese utility
models are more effective than Japanese ones : we can find the amount of compensation
of 330 million RMB for the infringement of the utility model in the first instance of Chint
v. Schneider. In addition, the feature of China IP system can be utilized for global patent
strategy. One of the notable examples is to use Chinese lawsuits as the standard.

Once, patent strategy in China is to prevent infringement by domestic
companies. Now the lawsuits between foreign firms are increasing. We can say that China
has obtained a changed position in global patent strategy. There are many reasons for
taking China as a legal standard : a shorter period of trial, relevant judgment available
for other countries, increasingly higher compensations. As business globalizing, the

perspective of patent strategy must also be globalized.

(Translated by TIP)



