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We now find the fourth industrial revolution as an established fact. People in
the information industry are trying to find out how to prepare for it. The Korean Patent
Office forecasts that the competition on obtaining intellectual properties will be more
harsh, preparing the measures to protect IPs of Korean firms and to support the
preoccupation of the new market.

The Korean Patent Office has announced the agendas of promoting the
development of IP protection system for the fourth industrial revolution. We agree the IP
protection system must be innovated to prepare for the newly emerging technologies. In
particular, the quality of IPs in Korea cannot be on a par with that in major competing
countries, despite the successful increase in the quantity of IPs by the brisk R&D. Korean
firms are now focusing on the qualitative growth rather than quantitative growth of IPs.
This shift is inevitable in transforming into the technological leading center from the
chasing entity for advanced technologies. They are expressing the ambitions to secure
leading positions in technological innovations in the fourth industrial innovation. The
Korean Patent Office has responded to it, constructing new IP protection system to meet
with new technological development.

Companies need to continue their effort to develop technologies so that they
can obtain successful positions in technological innovations. This must be followed by
the proper innovations in IP system. The roles of attorneys must also be changed, in order
to correspond to the recent circumstances.

(Translated by TIP)



