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Tokyo as a Global City : Analyzing international patent
application of Japanese firms (No.1)

Research Associate, the University of Tokyo
Senior Reseacher, Towa Nagisa Institute of Intellectual Property

Dr. Kei Ehara

This paper analyses the 21st century Japan by investigating the global patent
management of the Japanese firms. We focus especially on Tokyo as a Global City (cf.
Saskia Sassen, The Global City : New York, London, Tokyo (Princeton University Press,
1991)). Though we are inclined to consider Tokyo failed to be a global city after the burst
of the bubble in the early 1990s, Tokyo still has a rising ratio of expert service and finan-
cial industry, which is usually regarded as a feature of a global city.

IP service sector is one of those expert service sectors. Looking into the data of
international patent applications, we find the international patent business in Japan is
highly concentrated in Tokyo, making the city the pivot of global patent management of
Japanese large manufacturers. Instead of losing its position as a global financial center,
Tokyo is growing as global headquarters of manufacture.

We take Sony Corporation, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. and Konica
Minolta, Inc. as the examples of manufacturers, since they seem to focus on the North
America, Europe and China respectively from their IP activities and corporate informa-
tion. They have expertise in electronics, environmental technologies and chemicals, try-
ing to utilize them to open up an oversea market. They are all located in Tokyo. Therefore,
Tokyo is increasingly embedded into the global capitalism in the way different from other
global cities with financial centers, i.e. New York and London. On the other hand, this
might lead to serious unexpected consequence as the U.S. and the U.K. recently experi-
enced : the Japanese society might be divided into the global areas and the remaining
regions, which bears profound socioeconomic conflict.
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