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The significance of obtaining a patent
and its utilization

Towa Nagisa Institute of Intellectual Property(TIP)
Director

Kimiaki Suzuki

This issue features "the significance of obtaining a patent and its utilization".
We welcomed many contributions from professionals.

Patent Act allows us to monopolize technology for a certain period. It
stimulates R&D motivations of enterprises, provides incentives to create new technology
and products, makes efficient use of technology by its trade, and promotes market
competition.

Nevertheless, if a patentee refuses to let others to use technology, or puts
restrictions on business of licensees, free competition will be prevented : those actions
are inappropriate in view of competition policy.

Competition Law in Japan stipulates that it is not applied to the enforcement of
patent, thereby balancing between the two. It will result in a sustainable growth of the
business to seck the significance and merits of obtaining patents within a scope of proper
competition policy.

This issue contains essays on the significance of obtaining patents and their
effective applications in each country. I hope it will help firms consider strategic IP
management for sustainable growth.



