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“Utilizing Patent” and “Utilizing Patent System”
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Let us consider the difference between the two : "utilizing patent" and
"utilizing patent system."

Article 1 of Japanese Patent Act stipulates "the purpose of this Act is, through
promoting the protection and the utilization of inventions, to encourage inventions, and
thereby to contribute to the development of industry." It explains the relation among the
encouragement of inventions, the protection and the utilization. This shows the
significance of patent system in Japan: it promotes the development of industry by
driving the intellectual creation cycle of IP creation, protection and utilization.

Meanwhile, we must file the patent application and get it granted if we are to
utilize patent as an exclusive right. It is important to take out a broad and strong patent.
However, if we are to utilize patent system, patent grand is not always an absolute end :
we can effectively use examination procedure and publication system in patent system.

Searching prior arts is important in technology development and filing the
application can be the most inexpensive method. As the examination period is fairly short
now and we can know the search results before the publication, this method should be
taken into consideration. Furthermore, the publication itself can prevent others from
obtaining the patent of the invention. The government has recently arranged the system of
employee invention, which can be utilized to create motivation and incentives for
in-house inventors.

We, the Towa Nagisa International Patent Firm, hope to be helpful for our
clients, considering the utilization of patent system as well as obtaining a patent for its
utilization.



