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< Korea >

The Identification of the Foreign Applicants
by the KIPO

YOU ME Patent & Law Firm
Partner, Patent Attorney

Inhan Kim

A person and corporation with Korean nationality are given an identification number
by the government. And all the ministries use this information to identify a person or corporation.
But a foreign applicant does not have the number. Then the KIPO uses the name and address as
ID information of foreign applicants. They suppose if persons or corporations have the same

name, it is exceptional that they are in the same address.

The KIPO confirm the name and address of foreign applicants very strictly. When the
address on assignment has any difference from it on the patent application, the KIPO always
return it. In fact, the assignment petition was determined non-permission because a copy of the

register does not record the floor of the building that was recorded on the application form.

The biggest problem arises on entering the national phase of PCT applications. Here is
an example: company A stated the address of their research center for the international
application. Then, at entering the national phase of Korea, they stated the address of their certified
copy of the register. But it is necessary to use the same information in either claim of the PCT
application and its entering phase. Therefore, nobody can enter the Korean national phase by
using the address that differs from the information on claims for PCT application. If company A
use their research center’s address for entering Korea, they cannot change it to their head office’s
address. In this case, two addresses are owned by the same company. So company A is not able to

prove a change of address by showing their copy of the register,

As mentioned above, the KIPO is very strict on dealing with the name and address of
the foreign applicants. Especially, when you want to enter the national phase of Korea on PCT
application, you should write your name and address that can be proved by official documents.
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On these procedures, some people say that the KIPO’s policy is inconvenient for
foreign applicants and should be reformed. However, the office that has to examine strictly does

not have alternative means. So they will hold these policies for the nonce.

(Translated by TIP)



