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How does the IP system contribute to world trade?

The IP system of Japan started at promulgating of Patent Monopoly Ordinance of
1885 that purposed to revise the unequal treaties. The system protected the intellectual property of
foreigners. And, in 1899, Japan acceded to the Paris Convention and the Berne Convention for the
first time in Asia.

When we do not protect a new invention in spite of our imitating it, other countries
cannot export their goods and license out their technology to us. Japan, that has few resources,
has improved trade and modernization of its products and technologies by building up the IP
system.

Under global development in these last few decades, globalization of corporate
activities and transactions of goods and service with IP rights have expanded. The Paris
Convention has three principles : national treatment, priority right, and mutual independence of
patents in different countries. However, the Convention did not contain effective provisions for
the protection of the right. Therefore, it could not regulate illegal trades of fake brand goods and
pirated copies.

In 1995, the Uruguay Round in GATT was positively disappeared and the WTO was
established. And, to solve the problems, the WTO had in effect the TRIPS Agreement as one of
the major Annexes.

The TRIPS Agreement requires the development of procedures for enforcement of the
rights and effective protection of the IP right for forming and maintaining international free trade
order. And it also prescribes some rules that are compliance with the existing treaties, the principle
of most-favored-nation on enforcement, and multinational dispute settlement procedures.

Recently, we often see a trend of protective trade. However, the international rules for
the protection of IP right cannot be separated from the development of free trade and can continue
to become more important.

Towa Nagisa International Patent Office continues to work with all efforts to serve
your business activities while fully considering global IP utilization.



