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Patent Literature with Difficulty to Refer
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When I was a student, I often heard that the university teacher in Japan hardly refers
to a patent. In recent years, the teachers referring to it have been increased. However, they still
hardly read the patent gazette. And I specialized in mechanical engineering also just look through
it. The reason is followings : the ideas applied are a vast and uneven quality and have difficulty
to develop. Besides, the difficulty to read is also a barrier to referring. This results from a phrasing
peculiar to the patent literature, a misuse of technical terms, and low readability of drawing.
Especially, a misuse lowers the quality of the literature. If you try to look up the meanings, you
can prevent the misuse. So I shall recommend to you confirm it. On the other hand, low
readability has two causes. First, the composition is not suitable for showing its functions. This
depends on the skill and experience of a drawer. Therefore, it is difficult to solve it at once.
Second, the drawing deviates from a standard of the field. For example, in a machine drawing,
you need to use different line types to each case of when the form is visible, when it is invisible,
or when you show a certain standard. If the drawing does not conform to the standard, it is
unreadable for a mechanical engineer. So you should draw following each standard defined by
ISO-standards etc. Or you can use 3DCAD that conform to ISO-standards.

A document is just the idea of a patent. And a drawing helps to understand it. The

patent literature will be referred more due to our consideration toward readers.

(Translated by TNIIP)



