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International harmonization in the field of patents, i.e., making it easier for inventors
to obtain patents in foreign countries, has two components : revision of substantive laws and
procedures for better conformity from country to country, and cooperative measures to simplify
the process.

An outstanding example of substantive and procedural changes was the American
Invents Act (AIA). In 2011, the AIA brought US patent law into much closer alignment with
patent laws of other countries. For example, the AIA changed the “first to invent” system to a
“first inventor to file” system, abolished interference proceedings for new applications, and
provided that prior pubic uses and offers for sale constitute prior art even if they take place
outside the United States.

One important cooperative measure was the Paris Convention of 1883, which
established a right of priority. Another was the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) of 1970, which
enabled an inventor to obtain an effective filing date in other countries by filing a single
international application. The PCT also afforded additional time for the inventor to decide where
to seek patent protection.

A more recent cooperative measure was the “Patent Prosecution Highway,” which
provides for accelerated examination of foreign patent applications corresponding to an
application in which a claim had been found allowable.

Cooperation among intellectual property offices also takes place by way of the
exchange of information on the examination of related patent applications. Such information is
now available through the “Global Dossier” in a number of countries, including the United States
and Japan.

WIPO, the World Intellectual Property Organization, has established a detailed
international patent searching database, called PATENTSCOPE. The database affords access to



Journal of Towa Nagisa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.12, No.l 33

some 83 million patent documents worldwide. In addition, WIPO has established a digital access
service to simplify the process of establishing priority by eliminating the need to obtain and
forward certified copies of priority applications.

Regional patent systems, including the African Intellectual Property Organization
(OAPI), the European Patent Office (EPO), the African Regional Intellectual Property
Organization (ARIPO), and the Eurasian Patent Office (EAPO), combine the benefits of
cooperation with substantive conformity by affording patent coverage in multiple countries based

on a single examination.



