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< Korea >
Preview of 2020 New IP System in Korea

Kang & Kang International Patent & Law Office
Managing Director

Ea Roo Kang

In the New Year 2020, the Korean Patent Office (KIPO) published a preview on a new
IP system that intends to deal positively and quickly with the changing environment of IP. I shall

preview this briefly.

1. Supporting early granting of new technologies in the fields of the 4th Industrial Revolution

- (Online transmission software protection) Previously, only software patents which stored and
distributed on recording media (CD, USB, etc.) were protected. However, software patent
protection will be implemented regardless of the distribution process (20. 3 enforcement).

- (Accelerated targets of prior trials for Material, Parts, and Equipment companies) The targets
of prior trials will be covered the trial for rescission or confirmation scope of IP right that MPE
industries* are parties.

* Companies subject to the Special Act for increasing the Competitiveness of the MPE industries (‘19. 12.

27 passed).
- (Expansion targets of design priority claim) Applications for design registration utilizing
technologies related to the 4th Industrial Revolution, such as artificial intelligence (AI) and the

Internet of Things, will be included in the priority claim (‘20. 1 enforcement).

2. Promoting the convenience of the intellectual property service

- (Improvement of electronic application system) Establishing a system of a trademark
application by various terminals such as smartphones, and extending the reception times of
application for 24-hour application, which was applied only on weekdays and Saturday, to
Sunday (20. 3 scheduled).
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- (Processing ‘Design Partial Examination’ on real-time) Significantly shortened the entire
period of an examination and the time for the examination on actual real-time (60 days in ‘19 —
10 days in 20).

- (Simplification of the format for submitting patent and utility model specifications) It was
necessary to submit the specification according to the prescribed form when filing a patent and
utility model, but it will be simplified to submit thesis and research notes without editing process

(20. 2 scheduled).

3. Supporting innovation and growth of SMEs and venture companies based on intellectual
property

- (Reduction of the start-up patent priority examination fee) In case of applying for a priority
claim on start-up patent application, the examination fee is reduced to 60,000 won from 200,000
won (20. 1 planned).

- (Reduction of the patent registration fee on IP Mortgage Loan) When banks hold patent
rights, etc. of SMEs for IP finance, such as IP mortgage loan, the registration fee is reduced by
50% (20. 1 planned).

- (Enhancement of global IP star company) Enhancement of global IP star company through
intensive support regional promising exporting companies on the fields of regional specialized
industrial technology (‘20. 1 enforcement).

* Support scale :  (‘19) 15 billion won, 570 companies — (‘20) 17 billion won, 700 companies
** Support scope : (‘19) Overseas application fee — (‘20) Overseas application fee + examination

response fee, registration fee

In addition, the KIPO also has enforced the followings in the last half of 2019 with
focusing on improving the convenience of the people :
- Improvement of ‘application for registration of renewal of duration on joint trademark’ that
can register by application of one of the co-holders (‘19. 10).
- acknowledgement of the addition of inventor after IP right registered even in the case that the
omission or errors of the inventor are not obvious (‘19. 6).

I expect that these new systems promote to grow of IP environment in Korea.

(Translated by TNIIP)



