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The COVID-19 Brings an Opportunity for Change

Chairman, Towa Institute of Intellectual Property
Representative Partner, Patent Attorney Towa International Patent Firm

Takashi Tsuno

Today, the global pandemic of the COVID-19 has a significant and serious
influence that no one could have predicted on the economy and society.

Under these circumstances, the Japanese government states that we will need
‘New Normal’ instead of common sense ‘before New Coronavirus’ on various scenes in the
economy and society, on the ‘Intellectual Property Strategic Program 2020.” And it points
out that an IP strategy is required to achieve the new normal as the results of social change.

On the Japan Patent Office draft budget for FY 2021, the following key measures
are listed : 1) implementation of contactless and online patent administration services for
with-corona and post-corona era, 2) the world’s fastest and highest quality examination
and thoroughly efficient, 3) support for the utilization of IP to small-to-medium-sized
enterprises, start-up, and universities. Especially, as an intellectual property superpower,
the urgent issues are digitalization of 800 different patent office procedures, use of Al
technology on examination service, and dealing with the increasing number of trademark
applications that over 50 per cent in the last six years.

We shall have a motto of ‘15 Articles for Intellectual Property Management’ and
see the COVID-19 disease prevention as an opportunity for change. We were renamed Towa
International Patent Firm in this October and build a system to provide IP management
strategies. We do the best for contribution to your IP activity. We look forward to working

with you in the future.



