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I have contributed numerous articles over the years for the Journal of Towa Institute of
Intellectual Property. Most of my articles have been directed to developments in U.S. intellectual
property law or recommendations for best practices and strategies for pursuing U.S. patent rights.
After the widespread disruption in many industries over the past six or seven months, this article
will instead focus on personal observations and thoughts about how the pandemic has affected
innovation and patent activity in the United States.

During the early days of the crisis, I was concerned that the technology industry and,
by association, the practice of patent law in the United States, would enter a deep recession as
happened as a result of the bursting of the dot-com bubble in 2000 and the U.S. financial crisis of
2008.

After several weeks of uncertainty, however, I was surprised to see that the business
and patent activity of most of our technology clients continued without significant disruption,
other than difficulty in working in the office. Indeed, the technology-heavy NASDAQ stock
index, after a short-lived crash, reached new highs by early June, and the upward trend has
generally continued since that time.

This seems to be indicative of optimism on part of many U.S. technology companies.
We have found that engineers employed by our clients have had more time to innovate and
participate in the patent process while their business travel and meetings have decreased.
Likewise, we have been engaged by a significant number of early-stage start-up technology
companies (e.g., prototypical Silicon Valley start-ups) in recent months. The entrepreneurs with
whom we have met have indicated that 2020 might be a good time to start new business ventures,
as it is possibly the beginning of a new business cycle in the United States.

We have also observed the rapid adoption of new business and communication
practices that have been necessitated by working remotely and not being able to easily travel for
business purposes. We have frequently participated in video teleconferences with inventors to
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discuss product plans and new inventions. This seems to be an acceleration of a trend that began
in the past decade, and it is quite possible that this will be a permanent shift in the way in which
patent representation and counsel is handled by U.S. patent attorneys.

Many of our clients have redirected some of their innovation activities to areas that are
relevant in the current pandemic and social environment of the United States. For example, some
of our clients have begun development in personal protective equipment, medical devices, and
telecommunication. It has been rewarding to have a small role in helping the U.S. economy
address the critical needs that have developed unexpectedly this year.

We are hopeful that conditions will improve in the coming months both in the United
States and around the world. As that happens, we expect that part of the recovery will be driven

by innovation, which is supported and encouraged by intellectual property systems.



