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COVID 19 Cirisis has deep impacts on the IP world
—we have to handle this situation
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We live in difficult times around the world. The COVID-19 pandemic has, along with
the terrible health consequences, disrupted the global economy enormously by causing wide
spread business closures and disruptions as well as affected postal and courier services. This
disruption has also resulted in the closure or restricted operation of IP Offices, and users of the IP
system being unable to meet deadlines and pay fees. While many, if not most, users of the IP
system and their representatives could continue to operate in locations away from their usual
business locations, this change may cause restrictions with respect to normally available
resources to control proper flow of operations, thus resulting in an inability to meet deadlines.
While relief measures for meeting deadlines must be balanced against the impact on third parties,
the impact ofthe COVID-19 pandemic is so extreme that the balance lies firmly on the side of
those affected by difficulties in meeting deadlines. In the absence of
measures applicable internationally many IP Offices have used a variety of mechanisms to
provide suspension and effective extension of deadlines.

Independent IP attorneys have to learn new ways of working, solving problems and
connecting under the restrictions and ramifications resulting from the spread of the coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2. You will find an overview of the current situation under the following address of
FICPI https : //ficpi.org/covid-19-resources/covid-19-updated-deadlines-and-rules-of-ip-rights
and the following address of the WIPO https : //www.wipo.int/covid19-policy-tracker/#/
covid19-policy-tracker/covi%20d19-policy-tracker/ipo-operat%20ions

As the global disruption changes, users of the system may need additional time to
meet deadlines for filing documents and/or paying fees. If you check the websites of the IP offices
information pertaining to IP office closures and suspension/extension of deadlines are difficult to
ascertain globally. Thus, the above links may be very helpful for the users.

However, the situation how the things were handled by the offices and organizations
was not satisfying for the users and the IP world. Thus, the International Federation of Intellectual
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Property Attorneys - FICPI - agreed on some points which should be improved for the future to
handle such a crucial situation : The IP community has to urge the IP offices to, independently of
any available general suspension of time limits, consider that the gravity of the COVID-19
pandemic and the ensuing consequences constitute, per se and without the need of submission of
further evidence, a legitimate ground for users of the IP system, and their representatives, to
request and obtain an extension of any time limit or restoration under the provisions of the
applicable law, satisfying criteria such as 'Jorce majeure", "legitimate reasons", "due care",
'Justified reasons" and the like. Furthermore, it is necessary to consult with users and
representative organisations, where possible, on the most appropriate mechanisms to provide
suspension, effective extension of deadlines and restoration and on how to end such mechanisms
without adversely affecting users. Moreover, it is necessary to take note of the health and
economic situation in both their own jurisdiction as well as that of the applicant/proprietor and
their representative (where applicable) when deciding on such appropriate mechanisms.
Furthermore, it is also important to exercise any applicable discretion favourably to users of the
IP system, without the need of providing extensive supporting evidence, and waiving official fees,
where possible ; and to provide easily accessible and up to date information online (and English
translations thereof), on office closures, and the mechanisms for the suspension and effective
extensions of deadlines as well as restoration, including which deadlines are covered or not
covered as the case may be.

Beside these future improvements a global solidarity and co-operation are needed
more than ever before to defeat the virus and ensure a swift recovery from the economic and
social effects of the pandemic. Innovation will further play a central role in these efforts,
supported by effective intellectual property protection. The pandemic transcends borders and
requires greater solidarity and co-operation between the stakeholders of the IP system to support
users as they navigate the challenges created by the global pandemic and as they emerge into a

post-coronavirus landscape.



