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The pandemic has compelled the governments all over the world to bring in proce-
dures to prevent the threat to avoid the increase in the blowout of the COVID-19 cases world-
wide. With lockdown like situations in more than 170 countries, COVID-19 pandemic has
unquestionably changed the way the business goes around the world. The life is not as predictable
as it used to be before COVID-19 pandemic, there are changes in guidelines and ways of doing
business. With disruption of many pursuits, it became challenging, if not impossible, for many to
match timelines. Measures taken by some of the important Patent offices across the globe to
address unparalleled situations caused by COVID-19 pandemic have been reckoned herein to
identify what additional measure could Indian Patent Office work to support and promote IP in
response to situations caused by COVID-19 pandemic. The Indian Intellectual Property Office
(IPO) has reopened as of May 18, 2020. Officials and staff are working and communicating
remotely with customers through e-mail and other means. All physical locations are partially
opened with reduced staff.

The Indian Patent Office facilitates the e-filing of patents, trademarks, geographical
indications, and designs, whereas, the e-filing of copyright is facilitated by the portal of Copy-
right Office, Government of India. The e-filing modules of the Intellectual Property Offices are
functional and all the documents relating to patent applications can be filed at any time. The
Indian Patent Office in view of the ongoing disruptions caused by COVID-19 pandemic has
allowed condonation of delay/extension of timelines to file responses and /or documents relating
to various proceedings under the Patents Act. Indian Patent Office has subsequently appointed
hearing through video conferencing, if agreed by the applicant. The e-filing facility provided by
the portals of the Indian Patent Office and Copyright Office requires the official payments to be
made online through the respective portals. The Indian IP Office has also confirmed it will be
resuming for trademark hearings via video-conferencing, back in March the registry suspended
all show-cause hearings for trademark applications, but will now resume hearings in cases ‘pend-
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ing for acceptance’, the agency is seeking the consent of the applicant or their authorized agent.
This is much welcome step by the Trade-marks office which will ease off the pendency figures of
the pre-acceptance cases, expedite the disposal rate and bring relief to the stakeholders.

In this tough time, India’s efforts are being praised for not just protecting its people
but also for helping other nations by providing anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine (HCQ),
which has gained vast popularity as a measure to fight against COVID-19 outbreak. Start-ups in
India are also supporting the government’s public information campaign on coronavirus by devel-
oping technology platforms to disseminate government notifications.

As new initiative in early April, the Indian government launched a COVID-19 track-
ing app called “AarogyaSetu” which uses GPS and Bluetooth to inform people when they are at
risk of exposure to COVID-19. The app was launched before a similar initiative from tech giants
got off the ground. In response to the shortage of ventilators for critical care, start-ups are devel-
oping low-cost, easy-to-use, and portable ventilators that can be deployed even in rural areas of
India. They are providing COVID-19 tests at home and online consultation with doctors through
their platform.

Many Countries have eased their laws or even endorsed new laws to encourage Com-
pulsory Licenses to be granted to effectively use, produce, and sell any medicine or vaccine pro-
tected by IPR in that country. India, fortunately has certain provisions in its Patent Acts which
allows the Central Government to take over any patent that can be of use in a state of National
emergency or in circumstances of extreme urgency under Section 100 and 102 of the Patents Act,
1970. The provision of compulsory license can also be availed if a potential IP is of use in a state
of public health crisis or against any epidemic under Section 92 of the Patents Act, 1970.Govern-
ments have also actively stepped into the patent system with discussions of compulsory licensing
and creating public patent pools. The nature of collaborations is certainly changing from a rigid,
negotiated system to a more flexible, open system.

To address IP infringement concerns in India related to crisis critical products during a
pandemic, compulsory licensing, IP pledges, and IP pooling is becoming beneficial. Also, it is
important to secure and protect any essential IP that is generated from the mass manufacturing of
Crisis Critical Products. Indian Patent Office promotes and incentivizes invention that may be of
any importance in tackling COVID-19 pandemic by provisioning for the expedited examination
and fee waiver or reduced fee structures for such inventions.

The World Intellectual Property Organisation releases its Global Innovation Index (GII)
ranking every year. GII of 2020 by WIPO which was released short while back and, in that India,
has made to the “Top 50" for the first time. In 2015 the rank was as low as 81 and now it is gone
up in the GII 2020. A massive push has been given for “Make in India” by the central government
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of India clinching and breaking through in the list of Top 50 global innovation Index. Despite the
lockdown, Covid-19 melancholy, India has jumped on the Global Innovation Index 2020 to land
at 48th position among the 131 economies featured in the Global Innovative Index 2020.



