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Under the pandemic of the COVID-19, the businesses reconsider all the sections on
workstyle and so on. Of course, this is also on the IP section. But there is a little direct effect
because the application operation can fit telework easily. While, in many cases, research and
development departments and others are struggling to cope with the requirement to come to work
at the research site.

The followings are not necessarily directly related to the impact of COVID-19. But I
think that this is a good time to reform and reconsider the significance of the intellectual property.

Nowadays, it seems that many companies lack awareness of the relationship between
‘intellectual property’ and ‘business.” In some cases, the IP does not contribute to a success of the
business and an amount of the profits. I think we are missing the point that there are more cases
than you might imagine where the business is settled on other factors with or without IP.

A patent application is filed before the business results. Therefore, against the
company’s wishes, a patent often does not work for the business. But I understand the present
problem is that several companies abandon to anticipate the future business at the application.

You cannot consider this point without knowing both of business and competitive
strategies and of intellectual property. It is important to create a system that combines the
knowledge of the business department and the IP department to make decisions.

(Translated by TIIP)



