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Of the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established by the United
Nations, three are particularly related to intellectual property :  No. 3, Good Health and Well-
being, No. 7, Affordable, Clean Electricity, and No. 13, Climate Action. The principal objective
of intellectual property protection is to stimulate innovation. Another objective is to encourage
investment. To enhance the achievement of the latter objective, the USPTO has instituted
programs under which an applicant can request expedited examination of patent applications in
these three areas.

One such program was the Green Technology Pilot Program, started in 2009.
Inventions pertaining to environmental quality, energy conservation, renewable energy, or
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, could qualify for expedited examination without incurring
the fees required for prioritized examination, or filing the detailed search report and other
supporting documents required for the accelerated examination program. In 2012, after numerous
requests for examination, the Green Technology Pilot Program was discontinued. Thereafter,
applicants with inventions in green technology could utilize prioritized examination or accelerated
examination.

In 2016, the USPTO instituted a pilot program under which a patent application
pertaining to cancer immunotherapy could be “made special,” and receive early examination
without the need for payment of a petition fee. This program is still in effect.

More recently, the USPTO instituted two programs for inventions related to COVID-
19. In order to promote the rapid exchange of information concerning inventions for combatting
COVID-19, an applicant can file a provisional application, and defer the filing fee until the
corresponding non-provisional application is filed, provided that that the applicant authorizes
publication of the content of the application in a searchable, on-line, public database. The

publication can attract potential investors. Prioritized examination of a non-provisional patent
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application pertaining to COVID-19 is available to an applicant that qualifies as a “small entity.”
The above-discussed programs can help bring inventions in these areas to market

more quickly, and also increase the likelihood of investment by reducing the delay between the

disclosure of the invention to a potential investor and the time the investor will know that a patent

will be granted.



