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As the United Kingdom moves away from the European Union the UK government is
working to encourage business and innovation in order to compensate for potential loss of trade
with its former EU partners. One area identified for promotion is the so-called “green economy”.
It is planned to encourage development in this area through tax breaks for research and
development, as well as other incentives for developing, for example, electric car technology and
sustainable energy generation, such as wind turbines. It is hoped that this will encourage
investment in the UK economy in areas that will have great potential for growth as everyone tries
and achieve sustainable development goals.

One interesting area in the field of intellectual property is the United Kingdom
Intellectual Property Office’s “green channel” provisions for UK patent applications. As most
readers of this publication will know, patent protection in the United Kingdom can be obtained
either through the European Patent Office or through the UKIPO. A direct national UKIPO filing
has always had some advantages, in terms of very low official fees, and speedy grant. However,
the UKIPO has set up the “green channel” provisions to speed matters up even further. For
applications that meet the UKIPO’s criteria they promise to grant such applications within one
year of filing.

Obtaining green channel status is simple. All that is required is a request, together
with a statement as to why the invention has some environmental benefits. In cases where the
invention relates to, for example, a solar panel, that statement is self-explanatory. However, even
for other technology, e.g., that improves the efficiency of a manufacturing process, the application
can be eligible for green channel status by providing the appropriate explanation. There is no
official fee. Initiatives like this can be of significant benefit, as UK tax breaks can be obtained for
granted UK patents, it also ensures that earlier enforcement of rights is possible.

As always, we here at GJE are happy to tell you more on this or any other topic related
to European and UK IP matters.



