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< Brazil >

Brazilian Patent Office (INPI) accelerates the start of
the second phase of the (Paten)t Examination Highway
PPH
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The Brazilian Patent Office (INPI) currently has patent examination highway (PPH)
program agreements with the following countries : Argentina, Austria, Chile, China, Colombia,
South Korea, Costa Rica, Denmark, El Salvador, Ecuador, United States, EPO, Japan, Nicaragua,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United Kingdom, Republic of Dominica, Singapore, Sweden, Uruguay.

The Brazilian Patent Office (INPI) planned to implement the first phase of PPH
between 1 December 2019 and 31 November 2022. However, INPI announced on December 21,
2020 that 400 applications/year were processed'. As a result, PPH applications submitted between
December 21st and 31st will be automatically rejected.

As a result, the Brazilian Patent Office's Patent Department (DIRPA) has decided to
accelerate the start of the second phase of PPH to January 1, 2021, which was originally
scheduled for January 1, 2022, due to the implementation of backlog elimination measures and
the early termination of the first phase of the Patent Examination Highway (PPH)’.

The PPH program in the first stage and the proposals being considered in the second
stage are as follows.

1 https : //www.gov.br/inpi/pt-br/central-de-conteudo/noticias/pph-atinge-limite-anual-de-400-requerimentos
2 https : //www.gov.br/inpi/pt-br/central-de-conteudo/noticias/inpi-estuda-antecipar-em-um-ano-a-segunda-
fase-do-tramite-prioritario-pph
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The PPH program in the 1st stage

The proposal of PPH program in the
2nd stage

Up to 400 applications per year

Up to 600 applications per year

Up to 100 patents per year for each Interna-
tional Patent Classification (IPC) section

Up to 150 patents per year for each Interna-
tional Patent Classification (IPC) section

Up to monthly application for each appli-
cant

Up to weekly application for each applicant

OFF (Office of First Filing) = OEE(Office
of Earlier Examination)

*For patent families, examination must
have started at the patent office where the
application was filed.

OFF (Office of First Filing) with any PPH
program

*For patent families, examination must have
begun at one of the patent offices that have
signed the PPH program.

(Translated by TIIP)
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