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 ,I had an opportunity to stay in Myanmar and to visit Yangon and the capital cityࠉ

Naypyidaw. Here is the news from there.

 The first should be the current situation of the system. IP-related bills, consisting ofࠉ

four bills of Trademark Act, Design Act, Patent Act and Copyright Act, were submitted to 

the Union Attorney General Office, or UAGO, by the MOST in June, which means they 

would be now waiting for the amendments by the offices concerned at the Legislation 

Bureau, if they were in Japan.

 After that, the amendments are completed in the MOST and the bills will be submittedࠉ

again to the UAGO. If approved, they will be submitted to and approved by the Cabinet, 

following which they will be finally submitted to the Diet. Since Myanmar’s Diet is 

bicameral, both houses must approve or a joint conference must be held. Acts sometimes 

become effective immediately after the approval of the Diet, but most of them take some 

time. 

 At any rate, we must still wait for the time being. The priority of the bill discussion hasࠉ

not yet been confirmed,so hurrying bills will precede the IP bills. The passage of them 

cannot be this year. Because five-year term of President is due to expire next year, which 

is followed by presidential and general elections, it is expected that crucial bills will be 

urgently discussed before that. Even so, the IP-related bills won't pass the Diet before 

next November or December. However, Myanmar does not have the system like in Japan 

to reject bills due to the time limit, the rejection might be unlikely.

  (Translated by TIP) ࠉ
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