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Chinese Patent Law states "For the purposes of this Law, invention-creations mean
inventions, utility models and designs. Inventions mean new technical solutions proposed
for a product, a process or the improvement thereof. Utility models mean new technical
solutions proposed for the shape and structure of a product, or the combination thereof,
which are fit for practical use. Designs mean, with respect to a product, new designs of
the shape, pattern, or the combination thereof, or the combination of the color with shape
and pattern, which are rich in an aesthetic appeal and are fit for industrial application." As
clearly shown here, the invention-creations can be protected by either of patent right,
utility model or design patent as long as they are related to "the shape of a product".
When seeking protectiO10on for "the shape of a product" by patent right or utility model,
we can obtain relatively broad scope of technique by wording "the shape of a product",
while there is a risk of insufficient expression or ambiguity. Then design patent can
complement it, thereby assuring more stable protection of "the shape of a product", the
object of the invention-creation. This is because design patent is filed with the figures or
pictures of six-sided view to illustrate the shape of a product, which clarify the shape that
is difficult to explain in words. We can protect the invention-creations more safely by
taking out design patent as well as patent or utility model when they are the special
shapes with certain functions such as shapes of a charger or a battery for some

rechargeable electrical appliances or shapes of smooth surface of a washbasin or a toilet.



