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With the amendment to Thai trademark act being likely to pass soon, Thai Department
of Intellectual Property invited ideas on the amendment to Patent Act from the public.
This was the first time that I had seen such a public invitation by the government in these
20 years I spent here. The government usually offers the draft of the amendment by
herself and ask for the public opinion about it. I had no idea on why there was no draft
this time. The public must be puzzled.

Our firm enumerated the points that we had long considered were necessary to be
amended. (1) independent Design Act, (2) protection of partial design, (3) definition on
similarity in the scope of design right, (4) treatment on presentations in academic
conferences when considering exceptions to lack of novelty of invention, (5) issue of
registration gazette, (6) optional official registration of licensing, (7) opposition to
unreasonably long examination period to extend the expiration, (8) utilizing world well-
known technologies, (9) amendment to the translation after the registration, (10) adding
novelty as a condition for the registration of simple patent. We submitted these ideas to
the government.

In addition, a senior officer in Thai Department of Intellectual Property said the number
of Thai patent examiners would be greatly increased in this fiscal year. The government
finally seems to be serious about reducing the examining period by increasing examiners.
In my opinion, Thailand needs as many examiners as Indonesia, which has approximately
90 examiners, since the two countries have similar amounts of patent applications. If
Thailand could line up this number, the examining period would be shortened to the
average in ASEAN countries, i.e. four or five years, from the current ten years in general.
Training increased staff and its cost will be the problems, but anyway this news sounds
good.

(Translated by TIP)



