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Tow to Apply to Several Countries Considering
its Costs

Sunyoung International Patent & Law Firm

President
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Under unifying of the world market, Korean companies increase patent applications to
foreign countries. What matters here is a difference of results of examination by country. The
same Patent Cooperation Treaty application gets different results by the case. You might be
disappointed that some countries register the application unless office actions, but the other
countries do not register it despite repeated amendments.

I shall give features of each country : invention’s feasibility in the United States,
comparison of relevant references in Europe and a simple comparison of each sentence in China.
But we still have some difficulties with the expectation of the examination’s results and need to
take a certain cost.

I shall propose a plan. This is easy to understand for a person who does not have both
application strategy and capital despite the different results of examination by country.

When a person wants to apply in a hurry, I recommend a provisional application.
Because he often has some insufficiency in such case. Interestingly, it is usual that the applicant
misses it and does not look over until the OA. Even if he tries to revision before applying for the
examination, he cannot make a complete claim. Therefore, a method is adopted in which a
provisional application is used to obtain a filing date, and then when a foreign application is
made, a formal application is made to Korea as well.

The following is simplified dependent structure of the claim. It is advantageous not to
have more than two substructures, and it is better to try more than two after confirming the
examiner's decision. In some countries, it is not possible to increase the number of independent
claims, but for example in Korea, it is better to increase the number of independent claims as
much as possible. The reason is that this method is advantageous in terms of cost, and a method
by which the position of the examiner can be grasped at an early stage.

(Translated by TIP)



