4 HRURFTE BB 13 8% 2 B GRAE 23 5)

Eil< anFm@ic sy
RIKEED)

WO PEREIERT B R

RFNEBS TR RS - ITR - SpB L
EgE

HHRH) 72 2 v N RS & HRREIMER L T D — T . onEREE LT,
TLU—T kMO ETHYE— MERT VX NMALDOEBNE B3 2 ML TEY |
Al - ToT HIROIEH B HE LD b THWET,

DX D ISR O T T, AL ToT HIFSEIZHER L, ZhETo [E /)
OEPFERCIRFZ TN E LIZE VR AETAND, T—XEEA LI — 2D
A e LIZE PR AT NA~DEENES, A ) _N— 3 v &R 2 DY
PEIGEN O EEEME, ZhETULICEE-> TWET,

A AR OB AT BEE RS I L AUE, 2020 20 B AR I 2 Frdr BB L,
RIEICEE_GED L7edy, BIERE AL, A 08% I Th D | EHIE
BERHRRA ST, AR 15% 88 TH D | FRT, FUh - XU T — RO B,
BERF, ERHE, BERGFOTRLAMEL VML ThET,

AR, FEFHBEESUE, 2010 205 2019 FEE TO 10 FRIT L6 fis L
e CWET, TORERNL, PEOFEFHBEAEROE LWEINTH D, 2010
D 2019 FFETO 10 F B TR 3S 5L 700, 2019 FI2I1T 5 [E O HFET 5
1%, RO HFE RO 43% 2 HoTOET,

F 72, 2SO R B T HE SRRSO AW, BAROREFE M7 7 v
N7 % —2 (J-PlatPat) 1249 1 {8 3,000 THENERE I, 2D DORBOFER -
FHORBER OB TE, £/, AL Z AV 72 HIEFIRRCH[E - & [E STk o fn
RHAFTE, FEMFIRAEIZ 145 6,600 HEIZHEZ TWET,

FLE S HAE TS ATIL. 9 Lo ERA 22 HEERSE O 2o mit A~ 7
T ORI Lo W E 2729 2T, [EETHRVEOET1 5% 255
ELoo, antir BEEOF v A LA, BT OMBMETEIC 7%
WV THEICEBNTRVMATEY 9, EHFTELIBEVHL LT ET,



Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.13,No.2 5

Intellectual Property Activities in the Prolonged
COVID-19 Pandemic

Chairman, Towa Institute of Intellectual Property
Representative Director, President, Patent Attorney, Towa International Patent Firm

Takashi Tsuno

The prolonged global COVID-19 pandemic has stalled the global economy. On the
other hand, this has accelerated the trend towards remote and digitalized workplaces, such as
teleworking, and the use of Al and IoT technologies has also been promoted.

In the context of these social trends, the development of Al and IoT technologies is
transforming the traditional business model centered on the production and sale of “things” into a
new business model centered on the provision of data-driven services. Intellectual property
activities to support innovation are also becoming more important than ever.

According to the Japan Patent Office Annual Report, the number of patent applications
in Japan in 2020 decreased compared to the previous year. On the other hand, the number of
applications for design registration increased by 0.8% and the number of applications for utility
model registration by 15% compared to the previous year. In particular, the number of
applications by SMEs and start-ups increased in all categories of patent, utility model and design
registration.

On a global scale, the number of patent applications increased 1.6 times in the ten
years between 2010 and 2019. The main reason for this is the significant increase in the number
of patent applications in China. The applications in China have increased 3.5 times over the ten
years, and in 2019 it accounted for about 43% of the world’s patent applications.

J-PlatPat, which is a patent information platform in Japan, holds approximately 130
million gazettes of these patents which have been filed on a global scale. The system allows you
to search gazettes, consult information on the progress of examination and appeals, translate
between Japanese and English using Al, and obtain Japanese texts of Chinese and Korean
documents. This platform is used more than 166 million times a year.

Following these changes in the global filing structure and the development of the IP
infrastructure, we at Towa International Patent Firm, while adhering to our belief in the "15
articles of patent usefulness in business," will take the COVID-19 epidemic as an "opportunity
for change" and will do our utmost to help you in your intellectual property activities. We look
forward to working with you in the future.



