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The global Covid-19 epidemic has triggered a rapid transition to new lifestyles such
as telework and satellite work. At the same time, Al, IoT, robotics, big data, etc. have become
general-purpose technologies, giving rise to new inventions and ideas never before seen, and new
businesses based on these innovations and the intellectual property activities that support them are
rapidly developing. This social trend is evident in the fact that China accounts for more than 40%
of the world's patent applications, which exceed 3 million per year.

In Japan, the "Intellectual Property Promotion Plan 2022" points out the need to
establish a mechanism to increase IP activities for post-Covid-19 economic recovery.

The JPO has identified the following as major administrative measures for FY2022 :
(1) digitization of written procedures, etc., (2) streamlining of examination work, etc. through the
use of Al (3) consolidation of office space through a combination of telework and free addresses,
(4) IP-based SME support by financial institutions, (5) internationalization of small and medium-
sized venture companies based on Japanese applications, (6) (5) international rights acquisition
for SMEs and venture companies based on Japanese patent applications, and (6) dissemination of
intellectual property management to the management level. In particular, in order to realize "the
world's fastest and highest quality patent prosecution," we are actively implementing Super
Accelerated Examination and Online Interview, limiting multiple-multiple claims, reducing
differences among examiners in search and decision making, and checking all examiner's
documents before sending them.

We, Towa International Patent Office, will do our best to contribute to intellectual
property activities for the post-Covid-19 economic recovery, based on our creed of "15 articles of
patent useful for companies". Due to the change in the classification of corporations following the
revision of the Patent Attorney Law, we, Towa International Patent Office, have changed our
status from a "Patent Professional Corporation" to a "Patent Attorneys Corporation" as of

September 1, 2022. We look forward to your continued support and cooperation in the future.



