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As this journal is reflecting in this edition, there are a number of uncertainties in the
world at present, from ongoing pandemics, wars and their associated sanctions, economic
instability and threats to international supply chains. What does need to be remembered however
is that many parts of the world continue to work towards ensuring that there is legal certainty and
stability despite these other issues.

A good example is within Europe, where individual nations, as well as international
organizations, such as the European Patent Office and European Intellectual Property Office,
continue to strive to maintain a reliable and predictable intellectual property system.

The current Russia-Ukraine conflict sits on the borders of Europe, but as readers will
know, Europe has experienced many conflicts in the past and has, through previous conflicts,
gained experience on how to maintain legal structures and treaties to ensure continuity for users
of the intellectual property system and assist in rebuilding once conflicts have come to an end.
Investing in IP protection is always about long term planning rather than short term gain, and
governments with established IP systems appreciate this. On this basis, governments do their
utmost to ensure continuity in the system even in times of significant disruption.

During the recent pandemic governments made sure that their IP offices remained
functioning, even if they were processing matters more slowly in some cases. Even with the
introduction of sanctions against Russia, stopping capital flows into the country, governments
have made exceptions for IP-related payments, clearly appreciating that owners of IP rights
should not be disadvantaged unnecessarily.

As a reader who is interested in IP, and probably managing a portfolio, what should
you learn from this?

In the writer’s view what needs to be understood is that IP rights are extremely useful
to own, both in times of stability of uncertainty. Decisions should not be made in relation to
ownership or management of IP based on short or even medium-term trends, but rather upon long
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term objectives and goals for the owners of those rights.



