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In recent years, the Korean government selected intellectual property as one of the
nation's core industries and has been expanding its support for Korean companies and individuals
by injecting huge amount of public funds every year. Reflecting this trend, the National
Intellectual Property Commission (NIPC) announced the Third National Intellectual Property
Enforcement Plan (draft) on March 31, 2022. According to the draft, the plan will be implemented
over the five-year period from 2022 to 2026 and the government will invest approximately KRW
990 billion in FY 2022 alone to protect and strengthen the national intellectual property.

In particular, according to the draft enforcement plan, beyond the traditional concepts
of patent, trademark, design, and copyright, the government will promote "support for industrial
innovation based on patent big data, research & planning, and enhancement of IP-R&D human
resource education” in the area of patent. In the area of trademarks and design, there are plans to
attempt to revise the Trademark Act and the Design Protection Act in order to "create an
environment for diffusion and utilization of new technologies such as metaverse and Al. In this
era of great digital transformation, there is a trend toward defining industries that have never
existed or are continuing to develop as core intellectual property industries and making sustained
efforts at the national level to secure and strengthen the protection of these industries.

In other words, it is confirmed that the Korean government and the relevant
organizations are trying to define intellectual property as a future industry for the nation and to
strengthen protection by amending the laws in the areas that the existing laws could not
specifically protect.

However, such a new industry will not be limited to Korea and the IP rights may be
claimed respectively in various countries, which means disputes may arise as a result. Therefore,
it would be necessary to establish procedures to prevent disputes between countries through
treaties, etc.

(Translated by TIIP)



