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Al has been a hot topic for several years, but at that time it was perceived as somewhat
of a futuristic concept. However, with the emergence of ChatGPT, people began to feel that Al is
closely related to our real lives.

Discussions on Al in the IP field were also already taking place before the COVID-19
pandemic ; now that the Al era is in full swing, discussions on Al in the IP field are also
becoming more concrete and active on two main fronts.

The first is how to protect Al-related technologies.

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, there were examination guidelines for
Al-related inventions. However, the criteria for the learning data and inventions by Al remain
unclear.

It is essential not only to discuss which parts of Al-related technologies should be
protected by the existing Patent Act but also to discuss the necessary improvements to the patent
system to protect Al-related technologies. Of course, several countries should establish the same
or similar standards rather than this being decided in one country.

The second is how Al can be used in the intellectual property sector.

The KIPO announced several years ago that it was building an Al-based patent
information system. Finding the necessary information from the patent literature, which is rapidly
increasing year by year, is not an easy task. The aim is to use the help of Al in this very respect.

The Al-based patent information system can contribute to faster and more accurate
examination. It utilizes Al support to search for relevant information from the vast amount of
patent information. The system can also support the R&D activities of companies by providing
them with more useful information. In other words, it is possible to search for and provide
companies with the information they need from the vast amount of patent information.

In this context, we in the IP field should not only focus on the protection of Al-related
technologies but also actively focus on the use of such technologies.

(Translated by TIIP)



