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The Indian government is keen to be a key participant in the conversation on Al adop-
tion and regulation at an international level. The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence
(GPAI) is a multi-stakeholder initiative which aims to bridge the gap between theory and practice
on Al by supporting cutting-edge research and applied activities on Al-related priorities, and spe-
cifically to support responsible and human-centric development and use.

As per the Indian Patents Act, 1970, the patentability of software-related inventions
falls under non-patentable inventions and is determined by Section 3(k) of the Patents Act, 1970
along with the Guidelines for Examination of Computer Related Inventions (CRIs) published by
the Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks.Although in India there
has been a rise in the number of patent filings in Al-related inventions, mostly in the field of per-
sonal devices, computing devices and also in biomedical applications, diagnostics and lab-related
activities due to the COVID-19 pandemic.Whether it is the digitization of health records, diagno-
sis of digital images using deep learning, or robotic surgeries, the healthcare domain has shown
remarkable progress over the years. In fact, over the past five years, there has been an increase of
almost 7 times in Al-focused patent filings. The impact of COVID-19 has further pushed this
growth in the healthcare sector in recent years - there was a 2.5 times increase in patent filings
between 2020-22. Considering that India’s AI patent numbers have increased significantly, the
patentability of Al-created inventions and their inventorship is a big challenge as per the current
patent regime.

One of the most significant reasons for this is that the pandemic pushed countries to
collaborate, and share data and advancements to collectively solve major health crises. The pres-
ent vision for Al regulation in India focuses on flexible, policy-based approaches that are intended
to promote the increasing use of Al in a transparent, responsible and fair manner. The overarch-
ing principles adopted by the government in its various programmes and policy papers on Al indi-
cate the foundational principles of this framework to be safety, non-discrimination, transparency
and accountability.
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