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Since the Strategy Council of Intellectual Property in 2002, promoting intellectual
property has become national strategy dubbed "founding a IP-intensive nation". The
increasing significance of patent brought about great changes in patent system and its
practice both in juridical and administrative organizations together with legal revisions by
the legislature. Nongovernment entities also continued the effort toward efficient
management and the elaboration on strategic I[P management.

Innovation is necessary as a prerequisite of significance in patent. This is the wellspring
of new intellectual resources and business models, which provide companies with
competitiveness.

This volume includes many contributions that discuss the relationship between
innovation and intellectual property in various fields.

Also, it includes the paper that won the first prize among many applications in the

annual competition that we held on the subject of "Intellectual Property and Competitive
Edge." This paper analyzes legal protection of innovation beyond nations.
Recent movement as to intellectual property involves problems ranging over two or more
jurisdictions, regulations or technical fields, as shown in global lawsuits between Apple
and Samsung or discussions on TPP. Meanwhile, Mr. Francis Gurry, Director General of
the WIPO, obtained an honorary doctorate at Tokyo University of Science, where I have
an employment now. This represents the significance in the collaboration between
international institutes and educational institutes on academic study and education.

In order to deal with the enlarging issues relating to IP, we decided that the subject of
paper competition should be free from this year and welcome diverse subjects with regard

to IP. Please note that the deadline of application is also changed.



