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Many European companies have a long history of trading with China, both in

terms of exporting products to China and having goods manufactured in
China and importing them into Europe. Traditionally, however, European
companies have shown little interest in protecting their intellectual property
rights in China. This has been because of a lack of understanding of Chinese
intellectual property system, and because of a general view that intellectual
property rights are difficult to enforce there.

This is changing. Recently many European companies have realised that
failure to have IP in China has weakened their position in the markets for
their products because it has been difficult to prevent infringement of their
rights at the point of manufacture. Also, many European companies are find-
ing that the Chinese market is accessible to them and that increasingly
wealthy Chinese consumers are starting to purchase foreign products that
have much of their value tied up in the IP associated them.

So, European companies are now starting to register rights in China on a
regular basis. Furthermore, they are starting to enforce their registered
rights there and having success in doing so, perhaps contrary to their initial
expectations.

The impression from a European perspective is, therefore, that intellectual
property rights in China are now a valuable asset and should not be ignored.
There is also a growing impression that such rights can be enforced success-
fully and that the Chinese government has significant political will to encour-

age such enforcement.



