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Strategies for Filing and Maintaining your Patents
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Patent Attorney
Uwe R. Borchert

There are many different strategies for your patents in each country depending on your
particular industry, competition, company's purpose for obtaining and enforcing the
patents.

To obtain an early priority in a quickly developing industry : first brainstorm the
invention covering related ideas, run the various ideas through engineering, product
design and marketing, preparing and filing an application on anything possible by your
competitor.

Then brainstorm your invention again and add some embodiments with the second
filing claiming the priority.

To obtain a complete filing when time is not as crucial, you may give the ideas more
time to develop through your internal processes.

To protect only a single product or service, an application can be drafted to cover just
this product resulting in one patent issued for that invention.

To obtain multiple patents as a result of intensive brainstorming, to create many
obstacles to competitors entering your business area.

To obtain the best protection at the lowest cost and when overall protection is not
needed quickly, to chain multiple related applications together in one application to save
costs, prosecuted and issued at a time followed by another filed just before the previous

application issues.



