16 RFIHMBIIE 25585 15 (@EF6 %)

<K >

T B A 1T HE D <
A3 T D HIRTE MG & [E P

Howson & Howson LLP.
Partner, Patent Attorney

' George Anthony Smith, Jr.

TENFRPE &K ERRYE - BEFEIZAE B LT & W) Fol OKEB OHEEIC
BT, FEFRAE OBPEN ZHERT D L TORFFOFIETIG LR DT
CUMSIRRENTND, RSRFFFHIEREG, EES B, ABETR, =
UEa— & ARFERCTEWEEE AR L SN TWD, BHERFHIIAT, E
KA, EFERR, B, T A, arta—ZERTTEVWEIEAROL S
%, £O—FT, BEME, EFH., RMECRT 28 - BUERNFTE L b
WCEBENEGIIENEDZ L TH D, KEICTHELEDREIZL ST, X
EOFRFFEL T 20 ENERODICHT-> T, ZOREFIISBITR D)
b L, HHWIEE D BEZROL, HFOEBEENEOEROMIT, EHP
DNTHFFF 2 B LR 2 LD K5 BETHONICHIELE I L T2 THAS
I, LW TEMBLARY, VI DL KERFHEICBWTH S 2 < JfT S
NDN, FFFHBRAOKE THRZRHF H LV PENZARSATHh L & AL

LDBPREATEINE LTROLNTLE I NS Th D, ZOWMEDTEMIT
T URL THERTE 5,
http : //www.uspto.gov/about/ipm/industries_in_focus.jsp

CFRAR < 4 BFTERT)

Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.5, No.1 17

An Application Strategy for us and
Domestic Filing Based on Economic Trend

Howson & Howson LLP
Partner, Patent Attorney

George Anthony Smith, Jr.

A recent US government report, "Intellectual Property and the U.S. Economy :

n

Industries in Focus," ranked industries according to the effectiveness of patents in
securing a competitive advantage to their owners. Product patents were found to be of
high importance in the medical equipment, pharmaceutical, machinery, automotive parts,
computer, and chemical industries. Process patents were found to be of high importance
in the petroleum, pharmaceutical, medical equipment, metal, glass, and computer
industries. On the other hand, both product and process patents in the communications
equipment, electronic components, and food industries ranked relatively low in
importance. Enterprises with a market in the US may want to take the report into account
when deciding whether or not to file US patent applications. Perhaps more importantly,
enterprises in patent-intensive industries will want to file early in their home countries to
ensure early publication as a defensive measure. The reason is that, with changes soon to
go into effect in the US patent laws, inventions made by others will qualify as prior art if
published before a patent applicant's effective US filing date. The full report can be
viewed at
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