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From the year-end to the New Year, scholars at universities or working in companies
think about ideas for the new school / fiscal year from April or produce some results. The
study needs novelty as well as specific result and its ripple effect. We must prove its
novelty : scholars in companies search related patents at first to examine the novelty or
inventive step of their own study and academics usually start with looking up related
technical papers.

Nowadays, the study fields of universities often overlap with those of companies.
Consequently, it is possible that the study performed by a university scholar has already
been found and patented. Indeed, I have heard that it was not until the content of an
academic paper had been filed as a patent that the preceding patent was found. This case
tells us academics should check whether their ideas are patented before they begin the
research project, though the thorough investigation for every project must be unrealistic.
We cannot conceive of more than a few numbers of purely brand-new themes in a year,
so they are the first to be dealt with. If the self-check is difficult, you can ask patent firms,
while on the other hand this can be a new business in patent firms.

(Translated by TIP)



